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Empty storefronts dot 
Norfolk's outlet mall 


PARTWAY INTO THE HOLIDAY SEASON, the 5-month-old shopping center is pocked 
with vacant spaces: Around 17 suites, a few food stalls and a restaurant remain empty. 


the sunday break 


CHECK OUT OUR 
HOLIDAY MOVIE PREVIEW 
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Shoppers pass the Coach storefront which advertises in its windows that it’s coming to the Norfolk Premium Outlets in summer 2017. 


By Elisha Sauers | The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 
T NORFOLK PREMIUM OUTLETS, 
where the corridors are designed in 
loops, shoppers wind their way from 
store to store, with no clear starting 
mark or finish line. 


The vacant spaces scattered between Gap, The 
Northface and Nike could get glossed over in that swirl. 
But counted up, 17 or so suites, a couple of food stalls 
and a restaurant remain empty at the shopping center. 

Originally promoted as an 85-retailer mall, the cen- 
ter had just 50 stores when it opened in June. Simon 
Property Group, its developer, assured customers 
would see more before the end of the year. 

But deep in the holiday shopping season, the store 


See OUTLETS, PAGE 14 
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Woman with 
metastasized breast 
cancer asks questions, 
takes CT scans home 


By Elizabeth Simpson 
The Virginian-Pilot 


When Tanya Headspeth needs a 
CT or MRI scan, she doesn’t just 
wait for a doctor’s office to sched- 
ule the time and place. 

She asks for a copy of the refer- 
ral. She calls the centers. She asks 
what kind of equipment they have, 
a 128-slice or 256? How many radi- 
ologists are on staff? 


THE N. PHAM | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Tanya Headspeth tracks the cancer that has spread to her liver and bones 
by comparing scans on her computer. She has scans every three or four 
months, and through the years, has learned to identify the gray dots on 
the scans. Anthem recently announced they are requiring people go to 
freestanding MRI/CT imaging centers instead of hospital-based ones. 


Patients as consumers: 
Insurers want customers 
to shop around for scans 


Once Headspeth has the scan, she 
asks when she can pick up a copy of 
the report to take home. She looks at 
them on her home computer before 
her appointment with an oncologist 
to go over the results. 

It’s a process few people go 
through, but one that could become 
more common in a world where pa- 
tients are being asked to act more 
like consumers, checking prices 
and quality. For instance, starting 
in March, Anthem will require en- 
rollees to seek MRIs and CT scans at 
free-standing facilities rather than 
hospital-based ones in most cases. 

It’s an attempt to steer enrollees 
to less-expensive imaging services, 


See SCANS, PAGE 12 


RISING TUITION AND FEES 
PUT CRUNCH ON VA. STUDENTS 


Our 153rd year | 12.03.17 | PILOTONLINE.COM | $2.50 in Hampton Roads; $3 in outlying areas 


With Senate tax 
bill passed, it's 
time to cut a deal 
with the House 


what’s next 


The Senate voted 51-49 to approve 

the boldest rewrite of the nation’s tax 
system since 1986. Members of a joint 
congressional committee will now meet to 
resolve differences over state and local tax 
breaks, the deficit, tax brackets and more. 


From wire reports 


WASHINGTON 

Republicans muscled the largest tax 
overhaul in 30 years through the Sen- 
ate early Saturday, taking a big step to- 
ward giving President Donald Trump 
his first major legislative triumph af- 
ter months of false starts and frustra- 
tion on other fronts. 

“Just what the country needs to get 
growing again,” Senate Majority Lead- 
er Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said in an 
interview after a final burst of negoti- 
ation closed in on anearly $1.5 trillion 
package that impacts the breadth of 
American society. 

He shrugged off polls finding scant 
public enthusiasm for the measure, 
saying the legislation would prove its 
worth. “Big bills are rarely popular,” 
he said. “You remember how unpopu- 
lar ‘Obamacare’ was when it passed?” 

Trump on Saturday tweeted his 
thanks to Senate and House Republi- 
cans as they now begin trying to rec- 
oncile differences in legislation passed 


See TAX BILL, PAGE 11 


After 42 years 
of deadlines, 
it's hard to 
say goodbye 


HEN Iar- 
rived at 
The Vir- 
ginian-Pi- 
lot in the summer of 
1984, Ronald Reagan 
was a first-term pres- 
ident, a young host 


kerry named Alex Trebek 

dougherty joined “Jeopardy!” 

columnist and I weighed about 
100 pounds. 


My, how things 
have changed. 

Granby Street in Norfolk was a 
failed pedestrian mall back then and 
Waterside was a new and thriving 
tourist attraction. 

Over in Virginia Beach, Oceanfront 
traffic lights blinked in winter, a cou- 
ple of hotels with wraparound porches 
remained along the Boardwalk, anda 
single girl could rent a garage apart- 
ment steps from the beach for about 
250 bucks a month. 

The squatty office of the Beacon, 
the Virginia Beach community sec- 
tion of The Pilot where I worked, was 
electric. We had about 10 reporters 
who fanned out over the booming city 
every day of the week. 

We wrote our newspaper copy ina 
fog of cigarette smoke and thought 
nothing of it. 

“Remember when you couldn’t wait 
to come to work because you didn’t 
want to miss anything in the news- 
room?” asked a retired editor who 
phoned a few weeks back to see if I 
was taking The Pilot’s severance of- 
fer. 


See DOUGHERTY, PAGE 15 


